MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
Even more far-reaching conclusions may be drawn by
the discovery of just which species are to be found in the
Arctic. Sigurd Thor, a Norwegian scientist, took the
Berlese Funnel up to Spitzbergen, and there found that
there were perhaps a thousand creatures to the square
metre. He wondered how they could have reached Spitz-
bergen. They can hardly move, and are wingless, so that
they could not have flown there. And then he observed
that the kinds he found belonged chiefly to the lowest,
least differentiated families within the different groups,
while the more developed ones, so common in the north
of Norway, seemed to be entirely missing. From this and
other indications he concludes that these creatures have
existed in Spitzbergen for a very long time. Originally
the same fauna inhabited both Spitzbergen and northern
Europe, but then Spitzbergen became isolated, and only
the original species are to be found there while the crea-
tures in more favourable conditions farther south have
evolved into superior types. From that, Thor goes on to
consider the question of the connection which, it is
assumed from Nansen's and Wegener's theories, once
existed between Europe and the Arctic islands, and can
add his contribution to the clearing up of these problems,
which are of such great interest to all engaged in research
among the plants and animals now isolated in the Arctic
regions. We see now how an investigation, which at the
first glance may seem quite a specialised one, takes its
place within the great whole, and throws light on ques-
tions which perhaps seem entirely unconnected with the
individual problem dealt with.
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